NWMHC FALL MEMBERSHIP MEETING   Woodland, WA,  November 7, 2004

President Dave Miller called the meeting to order.  The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as printed.  He welcomed new member who were introduced to the assembly.

Mary Graff, Treasurer, reported that we had $32,000 in funds including two certificate of deposits and approximately $15,000 in the checking account for 2005 show start up expenses.

Mary Ann Lewis, Club Administrator, reported that the membership renewal ads that went out with the Banquet notices worked well.  She announced the new member form and cover letter.  She recommended that we reestablish a call for help list “Hotline” in the club newsletter. Approved.  Mary Ann will send a list participants to the newsletter editor with each issue if there are more members signed up than are needed.

Mary Graff moved that any additional information included with a farm name in the breeders listing be strictly equine related and limited to forty characters.  Passed.
Helen Halderman, Auditors chairperson, stated the audit report showed no discrepancies.

The recent bylaws change removed the possibility for nominations from the floor of the membership meeting.  Unaware of this new change, several persons came prepared to be nominated.  After a discussion from the floor, Joanne Ross proposed a bylaw change for 2005.  Nominations for officers be accepted from the floor of the fall membership meeting. An amendment was made by Iola Stetson.   If a nominated person was not present, a letter of acceptance from that person must be submitted at the same time as the nomination.  Motion Passed as amended. 

Linda McGinnis, Finance chairperson had no formal report. It was brought out that any expenditure over $500 was to be reviewed and approved by the finance committee.  There was discussion that the finance chairs need to attend the show committee meetings because of the numerous requests for funds.  President Miller will give the finance committee a job description to become more active.

Kathy Livingston, Futurity Chair, explained the futurity nomination process to the attending members.  She noted that two of the winners pocketed in excess of $400 plus the positive advertising it does for your farm.  Kathy will pursue having an explanation of the futurity and the necessary forms put on our NWMHC website.  Barbara Ashby will forward form to Webmaster, Johnny Sayles.

Gelding Incentive Fund Chair, Nancy Rivenburgh stated that the gelding fund will give out $4833 in 2004 awards.  $692 was from the NWMHC gelding classes and the rest was from participating sponsors.  Rivenburgh asked for volunteers to work on the committee. A fund raising idea for 2005 show season  recommended is exhibitors can choose to donate their  tokens to the Gelding Incentive Fund or Youth Fund.  The two containers will be placed in the Show Office.

Keeper of the Archives, Iola Stetson is working on putting everything digital so it can be put out on a cd for the membership.  She has requested information from farm including photos and information on the old stallions and mares of the northwest.  

No report for Rules & Regulations.

Newsletter Chair, Nancy Rivenburgh, reported that the covers drawing would be held after the banquet.  A motion was made that the names for the covers be drawn, alternates be picked from the undrawn names first, then all names are put back for any alternate spots available. Passed.  Barbara Ashby  moved that ads be accepted from AMHA or AMHR registered horses in the newsletter.  Passed.  Helen Halderman moved that these horses be 34 inches and under, amendment failed.  A second amendment that the AMHR horses must be also registered AMHA to be advertised failed.

Publicity Chair, Sharon Bullington, reported that paid advertising was kept at a minimum this year with ads going out two weeks before each show in the Nickel ads and the internet.  Press releases went out before each show to the local newspapers and TV. The budget for each show was $100.  It was recommended that this $100 budget be adopted for 2005.  Passed..  The new member profile sheets for the newsletter were completed and will be included in the membership packets.  Marge Robinson, State Fair Coordinator, completed the outdoor display for the State Fair.  A recommendation to participate in the 2005 Horse Expo in Albany, Or was accepted.  The cost for a booth is $350.  A recommendation to publish a general information booklet and new trifold fliers with a budget of $500 was accepted.  A mock up would be sent to the board for their approval before publishing.  Stacy Score requested that the NWMHC participate in the Welcome to the Horse at the Seattle Center in April by putting up a booth and having a mini in attendance.  Passed.  Stacy will coordinate the activity.  She will email President Miller information for action.  Volunteers interested in participating need to contact Stacy Score at 425-788-5184 or email MtMdowMini@aol.com .  Dave Miller stated how successful the NWMHC booth was at the Western Championship Show.  All the extra newsletters were quickly taken as well as a number of breeders’ list pamphlets.

Ribbons and Trophy committee reported that the ribbons for 2005 will have a smaller rosette and the streamers will be 9 inches.  The neck ribbons will remain the same.

Website report, chair Iola Stetson, chair announced that John Sayles is the new webmaster.  It is the goal to get the show results posted on the site after each show.  We will continue the on line registration for shows and look into paypal for fee payment.

Welfare Committee had not report.  

Sunshine Committee chair Syndi Kanzler requests to use club email for announcements to members so they can personally respond to any events effecting the lives of our members.  Accepted

Winter meeting will be held as usual at the Grange Hall in Chehalis, WA  on Feb 5 & 6, 2005.

AMHA Director, Sheryl Peterson, had been on an AMHA board conference call from 8 am to1:15 during the meeting.  She announced that one of the immediate 2005 goals was to hire an amateur & youth staff member.  

Year End Awards.  2005 Year End Awards will be decided at the February meeting

Youth committee recap given by Dave Miller for Chair Dawn Sayles.  The EVC Auction benefiting Trevor Kane  enabled him to buy a laptop computer to keep up with his homework during his lengthy illness plus $250 more went into the youth fund.  Twenty eight youth attending the Central Point Show were treated to  rides at the Family Fun Center adjacent to the fairgrounds.  

Show Committee chair, Nancy Rivenburgh, expressed her appreciation to the 2005 show coordinators.  Dates for 2005  were announced. The Schooling Clinic will be held March 5 & 6 at the Cowlitz County Fairgrounds and will be chaired by Margaret Slate.  The schooling show will be held April 1-3.  Kate Sherry, Chair announced that she would like a new volunteer to take over this show in 2006, working with her this year.  Sea Tac is April 22 – 24,  EVC is May 28-30. Another Stall contest and dinner is being planned at the event. Can Am is adding Wayne and Tiffany Porter as co-coordinators.  Mini Mac will remain in Mc Minnville for 2005, but look into moving it back to the Marion County Fair in 2006.  For the Central Point Classic a committee recommendation to add two days to the show sponsoring an AMHR show on Thursday and Friday was accepted. State Fair show participation increased dramatically to 70 horses probably because of NWMHC sponsorship.  Mary Ann Lewis placed signed arrows around the fair and a mini horse sign up sheet at the booth resulted in forty information packets being sent out.  The Fair will build 200 new stalls where the tents are.  Carole Heermann moved that the State Fair be permanently recognized for club points.  Passed.   Thanks and appreciation was given to Lila Symonds who pulled the club trailer in 2004.  Gary and Sharon Dickens  have volunteered to pull the club trailer for 2005.  Jessica Kimball moved that the trailer be retrofitted and vinyl fencing for the center ring be purchased and included in the trailer supplies.  Passed.  LaVon Read stated that judges fees have increased plus judges are charging for extra hours or by the class.  A committee recommendation that youth classes be decided by age for high points, that the ages be split seven & under, eight to twelve and thirteen to seventeen in halter without the designation of the horses age in the youth classes. Accepted. The successful tokens and performance awards will be continued for 2005.  Stetson and Porter will propose awards for the Champion and Supreme to be voted at the Winter meeting.  A preliminary recommendation is that $20 vouchers to be used at participating show vendors or the voucher may be redeemed in the Show Office for $15.00. The committee’s intent is to locate a vendor who will carry an inventory of "NWMHC Items"; i.e., coolers, hats, etc. with "NWMHC Champion" or NWMHC Supreme Halter Horse" embroidered/silkscreened on each. A final recommendation will be made at the Winter Meeting. A recommendation that  No children  below the age of eight will be allowed  in the makeup area without constant supervision.  An amendment that the supervision can be by someone 13 & over  passed, An amendment that no playpens, strollers, etc be in the makeup area at any time passed  The final motion passed reads “ No children below the age of eight will be allowed in the makeup area without constant supervision by someone 13 & over.  There will be no playpens, strollers, etc. in the makep area at any time. “To promote our northwest geldings, Joanne Ross made a motion to consider recognizing the high point gelding at each show with a photo on the Gelding Incentive Sponsors page. Criteria would be presented at the winter meeting for final approval. Passed.
New Business:  Kate Sherry announced that the Oregon Horse Center was proposing a Trail in Hand Class with a premium of $5000 and that entry was available to miniature horses probably in November of 2005.  Contact Kate Sherry or the OHC for more information.

The meeting was adjourned,

Respectfully submitted by Joanne Ross, Secretary

